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1. Application and Interpretation 
 

1.1. In this policy: 
§ “Harvest” means Harvest Bible Chapel Barrie; 
§ “Harvest’s beliefs” means Harvest’s mission, objects, doctrine, and principles as 

established by the elder board; 
§ “Member” means a member of Harvest as determined under Harvest’s by-laws; 
§ “Outside applicants” means a person, organization, or group of persons that is not a 

member or comprised solely of members; 
§ “Premises” means any and all buildings, facilities, and surrounding grounds and 

parking areas owned or under the control of Harvest; and 
§ “Use agreement” means the agreement between Harvest and the user under which 

an approved use is permitted and conducted on the premises. 
 

1.2. This policy applies to: 
§ all applications for use of Harvest’s premises; and 
§ use of Harvest’s premises by any approved group, organization, or individual. 

 
1.3. This policy does not apply to: 

§ any ministry of Harvest (Harvest events and activities must be processed through 
Planning Center Calendar by office staff.); or 

§ any activities conducted under the authority of any ministry of Harvest. 
 

1.4. The application and interpretation of this policy is ultimately under the authority of 
Harvest’s elder board. The elder board has delegated day-to-day application and 
interpretation of this policy to the Ministry Assistant, but they may at any time ask the elder 
board to decide in a particular case, for example, whether a proposed or actual use of the 
premises is in accordance with Harvest’s beliefs. 

 
2. Background about Harvest 

 
2.1. Harvest’s mission is to glorify God through the fulfillment of the Great Commission 
(Matthew 28:19-20) in the spirit of the Great Commandment (Matthew 22:37–39). Its 
objects are to advance and teach the religious tenets, doctrines, observances, and culture 
associated with the Christian faith. 

 
2.2. Harvest is a non-charismatic, conservative, evangelical fellowship that welcomes all 
who know Jesus Christ as their Saviour and all who are seeking him. Harvest believes in 
the  verbal, plenary inspiration of the Scriptures and that they are inerrant in their original 
writings (Psalm 119:97-104; Psalm 119:160; Matthew 5:18; John 5:46-47; John 10:35; 2 
Timothy 3:15-16); infallible in their instruction (2 Peter 1:19); eternal in duration (Isaiah 
40:8; 1 Peter 1:23-25); the final authority and the standard for faith and practice (Matthew 
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4:4; Psalm 119); and sufficient for counsel in every issue of life (Psalm 19:14-17; 2 Timothy 
3:16). Harvest believes that the very words of Scripture in the original Hebrew, Greek, and 
Aramaic are inspired by God. 

3. General Principles Guiding Consideration of a Proposed Use 
 

3.1. Harvest only allows use of its premises for activities which are in accordance with its 
beliefs. The phrase “in accordance with Harvest’s beliefs” includes that the use or proposed 
use: 

§ includes, facilitates, and/or permits, in one or more ways acceptable to the 
leadership team, the advancement of the gospel of Jesus Christ, whether through 
the focus of the use or proposed use itself; or where the gospel is not the focus of 
the use or proposed use, the making available of Bibles and/or other gospel-
centred materials (in any form) at or in connection with the use or proposed use, so 
that such materials are identified, visible, and conveniently located for those who 
might want them; and 

§    does not advocate, advance, or represent a perspective that is contrary to Scripture, 
but for this purpose a secular use or proposed use that does advance or represent a 
perspective that touches on Scripture shall not be viewed as contrary to Scripture. 

 
3.2. The requirement that any proposed use be in accordance with Harvest’s beliefs is in 
addition to the proposed use being approved under the factors set out in section 3. 

 
4. Criteria for Determining Eligibility to Use the Premises 

 
4.1. The following factors will be taken into consideration when determining eligibility for 
use of the premises: 

§ whether the proposed use is in accordance with Harvest’s beliefs; 
§ the availability of the premises as per section 4 (priorities of use); 
§ the impact of the proposed use on ministries or programs at Harvest; 
§ the risk of physical harm to the premises or people, including the people who 

would use the premises under the proposed use; 
§ whether the proposed use is in accordance with health and safety standards; 
§ whether the applicant will sign a use agreement containing such terms and 

conditions not inconsistent with this policy as the leadership team may 
determine from time to time; 

§ whether the leadership team believes the user will abide by this policy and the use 
agreement; and 

§ such other factors as the leadership team may determine from time to time 
consistent with Harvest’s beliefs. 
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5. Priorities of Use 
 

5.1. Preference will be given in the following order when resolving scheduling conflicts: 
§ first, to the needs of any ministry of Harvest or activities conducted under the 

authority of any ministry of Harvest; 
§ then, to any proposed use that otherwise is approved in accordance with this policy, 

in this order: 
o to members for weddings, funerals, and significant wedding anniversary 

celebrations; 
o to partnering charitable organizations; 
o to the government for polling station use and/or blood donor clinic use; and 
o to other community organizations or individuals. 

 
6. Processing of Applications 

 
6.1. All requests for use of the premises are made using an application in such form as the 
leadership team may approve from time to time. 

 
6.2. All applications are submitted to the church office. An incomplete application, or an 
application not accompanied by any required fee, will not be considered. Subject to the 
other provisions of this policy, barring an obvious scheduling conflict with a higher-ranking 
use, dates are tentatively held pending a determination on the application. If you wish to 
book the church for a wedding, please go first to harvestbarrie.ca/getmarried. 

 
6.3. Typically, within three weeks of receipt of a complete application, the applicant will be 
advised if the application has been approved. 

 
6.4. The determination for all requests shall be made by the leadership team. There is no 
appeal of a decision on an application. 

 

6.5. Persons seeking to use the premises need to be aware that Harvest reserves the right 
at any time to cancel or reschedule any agreed-upon use where a higher-ranking use 
(per section 4) has arisen or where it subsequently appears that the application was 
made in bad faith or contains material untruths. For weddings that have been booked 
and all amounts paid as required, every effort will be made to avoid changes, and if a 
change is required, Harvest will work with the user to minimize any inconvenience 
associated with the change. In all cases, Harvest shall not have any liability of any kind 
associated with or arising out of any change, including but not limited to costs or losses 
to the user. In the case of cancellation of a proposed use, Harvest reserves the right to 
refund amounts paid without further liability of any kind. 
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6.6. The Harvest office must be notified of all cancellations and/or changes as soon as 
possible. Failure to advise the office of a cancellation will necessitate partial charges of the 
honorariums for various support people. 

6.7. Rental contracts will be invalid during the days when Harvest is closed due to 
inclement weather. Refunds or rescheduling of cancelled events will be reviewed. 

 
7. Fees 

 
7.1. Fees are set based on: 

 
§    the amount of space and duration of use; 
§ the amount of equipment used (e.g., users which make no use of audio/visual or 

other technical facilities will have lower fees than those that make use of such 
equipment); 

§ the extent and number of Harvest staff required to supervise or otherwise support 
or assist with the proposed use (e.g., ushering, operating equipment, or cleaning); 

§ whether the proposed use will generate greater-than-normal amount of wear on the 
premises; and 

§ the degree of risk of damage to the premises. 
 

7.2. A facility rental fee will be applied to all rentals to for-profit organizations. 
 

7.3. The facility rental fees shall be waived for nonprofit organizations if they provide their 
charitable registration number together with their Facility Use Application.  

 
7.4. Harvest reserves the right to waive or reduce its normal fee structure in order to 
support activities that could not otherwise afford normal fees but whose use is otherwise 
approved in accordance with this policy. 

 
7.5. Upon cancellation by the applicant, any deposit will be returned as long as notice of 
cancellation is given one week before the proposed event date. 

 
7.6. Fees must be paid in full one week before the event. If payment in full is not received, 
the leadership team or administrative staff may cancel a previously-approved reservation, 
and Harvest reserves the right not to refund the deposit. 

 
7.7. These fees do not apply to any long-term rental requests. Any rental requests for 
periods longer than 90 days will be covered under Harvest’s Long Term Rental Contract.   
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8. Insurance 
 

8.1. Each outside applicant must provide Harvest with a certificate of comprehensive 
general liability insurance coverage with a combined single limit of not less than 
$2,000,000 naming Harvest as the certificate holder and an additional insured. 

 
9. Indemnity and Use Agreement 

 
9.1. Before being permitted to use the premises, any approved user shall agree in the use 
agreement and in a manner acceptable to the leadership team: 

§ to release, protect, defend, indemnify, and hold harmless Harvest and its elders, ex 
officio elders, officers, employees, members, and other representatives from and 
against any and all claims, liabilities, losses, damages, actions, costs, and expenses 
(including, without limitation, reasonable attorney’s fees and other legal costs) 
directly or indirectly arising out of the use of the premises; 

§ to be liable for the cost of any repairs and/or replacement of damaged equipment, 
fixtures, or other personal property resulting from the use or caused by anyone 
participating in the use and, for that purpose, to accept and pay the amount as 
estimated or otherwise determined by Harvest; and 

§ to accept and agree to abide by all the terms in this policy. 

 
10. General 

 
10.1. All uses are conditional on agreement to abide by the regulations attached to this 
policy and the requirements and restrictions set out in the use agreement. 

 
10.2. Approval of any use is not transferable and only applies to the day and time, specified 
use, and applicant that was approved. Any attempt to transfer an approval is strictly 
prohibited and may, in the discretion of the leadership team, result in revocation of said 
approval. 

 
10.3. The elder board may from time to time prescribe, amend, and repeal such additional 
rules and regulations respecting use of the premises, including by way of example and 
without limitation additional information and/or requirements for one or more specific 
uses. Those rules and regulations shall be given the same force and effect as this policy. 

 
10.4. This policy supersedes all prior oral or written statements regarding use of the 
premises and all prior versions of this policy. 
 
10.5. Only the elder board or Ministry Assistant can amend any part of this policy. No one 
else, including no church employee, has the authority to do so. 
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11. Regulations 

 
11.1. Users shall confine themselves to the use, number of persons, and areas provided for 
in their use agreement. 

 
11.2. The premises shall not be used, and no person using the premises shall do so, in any 
manner or for any purpose that conflicts with: 

§ Harvest’s objects, beliefs, and principles or any element of this policy; 
§ any rule or regulation made by the elder board; or 
§ any direction or instruction of a representative of Harvest on the premises. 

 
11.3. The use of illegal or intoxicating drugs and/or alcohol is not permitted and shall not 
occur anywhere on the premises. 

 
11.4. No fund raising or voluntary offerings or collections shall be held unless this has been 
expressly approved by the elder board and that approval is reflected in the use 
agreement. 

 
11.5. Harvest affirms the biblical standard of marriage being between one man and one 
woman. Any other form of marriage is contrary to Harvest’s beliefs. Other elements of 
Harvest’s beliefs are available through its website at harvestbarrie.ca. All requests for 
weddings using Harvest’s facilities must be approved by a pastor. 

 
11.6. Those who identify as transgender are required to use the universal washroom in the 
north lobby only. Washrooms designated men’s and women’s are for those whose original 
biological gender is male (men’s) or female (women’s). 

 
11.7. When setting up for an event, be sure to keep all exits clear. Tables, chairs, props, 
and other decorations cannot be placed in front of any exit, alarm, or extinguisher. 

11.8. Emergency Information 

DEFRIBILLATOR 
Our site is equipped with a Zoll+ AED located on the wall in the west lobby beside 
the double doors. If this device is used or disturbed, please contact: 
Ben Smith 249.535.5869 
Jeannie Coros 705.627.3596 
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FIRST AID KIT 
A first aid kit is located in the prayer room cabinet. 
If the first aid kit is used or disturbed, please contact: 
Ben Smith 249.535.5869 
Jeannie Coros 705.627.3596 

  
FIRE ALARM 
In the event of fire, contact 911. 

 
The church address is: 
HARVEST BIBLE CHAPEL 
7 George Street 
Barrie L4N 2G5 
(Nearest major intersection: South from Dunlop St. and Anne St.) 

 
If the fire alarm sounds, evacuate the building immediately and move people to a 
safe distance away (~20 meters). There is a fire escape plan included at the end of 
this document. It notes primary and secondary exit routes, fire extinguishers, and 
first aid kits. Please review this information prior to your event. The designated 
gathering area for guest who are separated from their party is the parking lot of the 
Barrie Food Bank (directly south of our property across the street). 

 
A fire safety plan is available for fire officials in the west vestibule. It is the 
responsibility of the onsite user representative to be familiar with the emergency 
evacuation plan included at the end of this document. 

11.9. Any decoration and/or third-party equipment must be approved in advance and then 
arranged, set up, and removed by the user under the supervision of a Harvest 
representative. Removal shall occur immediately after the use is completed. The premises 
must not be damaged in any way by any decoration and/or third-party equipment. 
A detailed decorating and set up plan must be submitted 30 days prior to the event. 
Decorating time needs to be scheduled. Requests for decorating on the day prior to your 
event will need approval. 

 
Any decorations (e.g., Christmas trees, centre pieces, table toppers, etc.) must be 
constructed of fire-retardant material. No confetti of any kind, helium balloons, candles, or 
fog/haze machines are permitted on site. Decorations should not impede access to the 
emergency exits. Any special effects equipment must be pre-approved and specified in 
the user agreement. 

 
Decorations should not be taped, glued, stapled, nailed, tacked, or otherwise fastened to 
the painted walls. Do not adhere tape of any kind to the floors. No decorations are to be 
suspended from the ceiling. If a ladder will be needed for decorating, please request one 
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beforehand, and one will be made available. Do not stretch while on the ladder, and do not 
climb higher than 6’ off the ground. 

 
11.10. No animals are permitted inside the building except as expressly permitted by the 
terms of the use agreement. 

 
11.11. Unless your use agreement states otherwise, tear down of tables, chairs, and 
equipment will be done by Harvest. 

 
11.12. Furniture and equipment may not be removed from the building without the 
approval of the leadership team or Ministry Assistant. 

 
11.13. Events should be concluded on or before 9:30 p.m. to allow sufficient time for 
vacating and closing down the building by 10:00 p.m., unless otherwise approved in your 
use agreement. 

 
11.14. The user must have, and identify during the use, an authorized overseer or person 
in charge who shall be specified in the use agreement. One of the duties of this person 
will be to walk through the rental space with the Harvest event supervisor at the end of 
the event to ensure everyone is out of the building, no damage has occurred, all 
decorations have been removed, and so on. 

 
11.15. A representative of Harvest must be present during the use and has authority to 
make decisions on behalf of Harvest. This representative shall be the person identified in 
the use agreement or his/her designate. The user shall cooperate with and follow any 
directions and instructions of the Harvest representative. 

 
11.16. All children under the age of 12 must be supervised by an adult over 18 at all times. 
All users must ensure that they provide their own supervision of children. 

 
11.17. Harvest assumes no responsibility for articles left at the premises. 

 
11.18. The user is responsible for and shall pay all costs associated with breach of these 
regulations, the facilities use policy, or the use agreement, and for all loss or damage to 
church property caused by them, their guests, and third parties providing services to them. 
The user is also responsible for all charges incurred by Harvest as a result of improper use 
of fire or security alarms. Additional charges will be invoiced by Harvest as required after 
the event. 

 
11.19. Use of audio-visual equipment, including Harvest’s equipment, is permitted only 
under the supervision of persons authorized by Harvest. 
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11.20. Use of the internet via the "Harvest-Public" WiFi connection is subject to terms of use 
presented upon connection. Harvest Bible Chapel is not liable for LAN (local network) or 
WAN (ROGERS internet) outages during your event. If you require an internet connection 
for any part of your event, it is recommended that event organizers plan to supply their 
own backup cellular hotspot. Use of the LAN by way of connecting to a data jack on the 
premises is not permitted. 

 
11.21. During winter months, Harvest will ensure that the parking lot is plowed in 
accordance with the church’s regular snow removal policy. Clearing snow from entrances 
will be the responsibility of the Harvest representative. 

 
11.22. Please be aware that foods containing peanuts or tree nuts are not permitted in this 
facility. 

 
11.23. If you are bringing in a caterer for your event, please provide their contact 
information, and inform them that we are a nut-free environment. If you are not hiring a 
caterer but would like the use of our kitchen, you must meet with our kitchen coordinator 
beforehand to be instructed on how to use our equipment. Depending on the nature of 
your event, one of our trained kitchen volunteers may be assigned, and an honorarium will 
be required for this individual. 

 
When using the kitchen, it is your responsibility to ensure that all garbage and recycling is 
removed from the building at the end of your event. No leftover food or food products 
should be left behind. 

 
Pantry items belong to the ministries of Harvest Bible Chapel and are not for use. 

 
11.24. The contract holder will ensure that all events will have the appropriate fees paid to 
SOCAN for performance rights. Harvest does not take any responsibility in paying SOCAN 
fees. 

 
11.25. Parking is only permitted in designated areas. Fire routes and driveways should not 
be blocked. Failure to comply may result in ticketing and/or towing. 
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Harvest Bible Chapel Barrie 
Fee Schedule 
 

 

Daily Rates 

Worship Centre: $500  

South Lobby & George Café: $200  

Prayer Room: $100 

Great Room: $200 

Harvest Kids Rooms: $100-150 

Upstairs (200): $250 

Green Room: $50 

Guest Central: $50 

Upstairs Lobby: $50 

Kitchen: $150 

Full Building: $1,500  

 

A damage deposit of $500 is required for each event. This amount will be refunded if no damage 
is found. 
 
If the following positions are required, they must be filled by Harvest trained people and 
compensation is required for them. 
 

Harvest event supervisor Based on 4 hours ($30/hour after) $100  
Harvest technician Based on 4 hours ($30/hour after) $100 + $25 if stage set up 
Harvest projectionist Based on 4 hours ($30/hour after) $100  
Harvest lighting operator Based on 4 hours ($30/hour after) $100  
Harvest kitchen manager Based on 4 hours ($30/hour after) $100  
Harvest custodian Based on 4 hours ($30/hour after) $100  

 
 

 


